
 

Dickinson County Trails Board 
May 8, 2026 

 

  
Board Present: Dykema, Harrington, Herman, Johnson, Kass, Maas, Mugge, Niemeier, Norby, Rierson, Taylor, 

Markwardt, Reed 

Board Absent:  

1. Meeting called to order by President Harrington 

2. Adoption of Agenda, Minutes Approval, Bills/Claims Approval: Motion by Maas and 2nd by Niemeier to 

approve the consent agenda. Carried.  

Bills & Claims: Alliant Energy $137.14, Beck Engineering $50,314.84, Beck Excavating $34,860.29, Boji 

Portable Toilets $140.00, Copper Cottage $300.00, DeRuyter Cleaning $550.00, Dickinson County News 

$55.36, Dickinson County $41.04, Erin Reed $200.10, Marco $55.26, MHR Insurance $931.00, SARIS 

Infrastructure $3,305.00, Spirit Lake City of $45.35, US Bank -Trails Credit Card $487.98 

3. Visitors: B. Groen, B. Cuperus, B. Sackett, J. Kipfer, M. Meyers 

4. Board of Supervisors Liaison: Levi Markwardt - No update.    

5. Development:  

a. Clay County Connection Phases I, II & III:  

Phase I – Audit with DOT will be scheduled soon. Motion by Norby 2nd by Mugge to approve Beck Excavating, 

Inc. pay application #7 in the amount of $21,680.90. Carried. 

Phase II – Beck Engineering is working on a design exception for the Magellan driveway. 

Phase III – Beck Engineering is adjusting the trail alignment to limit easements at the north end. 

b. Tatanka Ska Phase V(a) & Phase V(b): Plans are around 70% complete. 

c. Sanborn Avenue Trail – Michael Meyers presented that the City of Okoboji would like to start moving 

forward with planning the trail. 

d. Milford & Wahpeton Trail Heads – Beck Excavating has moved equipment in at the Milford Trailhead and 

will start removals soon. 

6. Maintenance: 

a. West Lake & North Bay Trails – The retaining wall along the W. Okoboji Trail has been reset and the panels 

on the North Bay Trail have been replaced. Motion by Niemeier 2nd by Maas to approve Beck Excavating, Inc. 

pay application #1 in the amount of $13,179.39. Carried. 

b. Peterson & Nature Center Trails – Motion by Rierson and 2nd by Kass to set a bid letting date for the 2026 

DCTB Peterson Trail Drainage Improvements Project on Tuesday, June 9, 2026 at 10:30 a.m. and to set a 

public hearing date to review and act upon bids on Friday, June 12, 2026 at 7:00 am. Carried. 

c. Tatanka Ska Trailhead – Volunteers placed new mulch around the trailhead landscaping.   

7. 2026 Development Plan: 

Upcoming Grants: Motion by Norby and 2nd by Mugge to approve application to the 2026 Dickinson County 

Endowment Funt for Clay County Connection Phase II. Carried. 

8. Board & Executive Director Items:  

a. Fairy House Trail Exhibit – Jenn Kipfer presented on the idea of creating a temporary installation of fairy 

houses along a section of trail as a nature/tourism attraction.   

b. Land Trade with CFE – Review updated layout of land trade with CFE in Lake Park. Motion by Taylor and 

2nd by Maas to recommend approval of land trade with CFE as presented. Carried. 

c. Okoboji Project Podcast – Meeting next week to interview for podcast on history of railroads transforming to 

trails in the Iowa Great Lakes.  

d. Trail Map Brochure – Updated maps will go to print soon.  

e. Upcoming Events – Spirit Lake BRAWL: May 21; U of O Campus Ride: June 27. 

f. Friends Committee – Next meeting will be scheduled through email. 

9. Adjourn – Motion by Kass and 2nd by Rierson to adjourn. Carried.  

Next meeting June 12, 2026  


